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DECEMBER 2017

Rooted in Love, Grounded in Grace, Growing for God
Dear Friends,
The columns for 2017 have been focusing on how to grow deeper in your faith, using
spiritual disciplines to do so. Each of the suggestions that I have made involve disciplines
that we need to grow in our faith.
The disciplines that I have written about so far are: study of the Word of God; worship
attendance; scripture study with others (Sunday School and Bible Study), evangelism
(inviting others to Church and Sunday School), confession, fasting, meditation, solitude,
thanksgiving, and prayer.
This month we will look at the discipline of simplicity. There is no greater example of
simplicity than our Lord Himself. Jesus, when He walked this earth, demonstrated that things
are secondary to God and God’s purposes. Jesus showed that His life was one of simply serving God and God’s will.
Often we think of simplicity of only involving our possessions. That is a big part of it,
but as Richard Foster pointed out in his book, Celebration of Discipline, that I am getting my
ideas from, he stated, “The Christian Discipline of simplicity is an inward reality that results
in an outward life style.” In fact, no Biblical discipline can be implemented without results in
how you live.
Simplicity on a very simple level is that things are always in perspective. Materialism
is a huge problem in our world today. We are told that we need to accumulate more and more
in order to be comfortable and secure. When we carry this attitude, we are tied to things in a
deep emotional way. They become our trust and thus our god. The Apostle Paul stated in I
Timothy 6:9, “Those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and hurtful desires that plunge humans into ruin and destruction.”
The discipline of simplicity views the material things of this world as not a means to an
end but tools that allow us to serve God. When we look to God to supply our needs, then we
are able to see that all we have has been given to us by God. This frees us to be generous and
less concerned with our resources.
As we seek to make our life simpler in terms of things, then we show others that we are
truly grounded in grace, that we live in love, and are growing for God.
In Christ’s Love,

Pastor Mark
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Youth Group

The Youth Group will meet on December
3, beginning at 6:00 p.m. We will get the luminaries ready for Christmas Eve, and then
go caroling at Homewood. We will return for
cookies and hot chocolate, and be finished by
8:00 p.m.

Office Closed

Presbyterian Men

Scholarship Opportunity

The Presbyterian Men will not meet in December.

Presbyterian Women
Circle Bible Study is an opportunity to
grow in our faith through the spiritual discipline of study of the Word of God. All women
are invited to join a Circle group.
Last
month, 26 women met for the morning Circle, and 13 women met for the evening Circle. One of our youth, Gabby Johnson, provides excellent child care.
The Coordinating Team will meet Tuesday,
December 12, starting earlier at 8:30 a.m.
and ending at 10:00 a.m. Both Circle Bible
Study groups meet December 12 also. Morning Circle meets from 10:00—11:15 a.m. We
will be going to lunch at the Fireside after
Morning Circle. Please sign up on the sheet
in the parlor. The Evening Circle meets from
7:00—8:15 p.m. Please let the office know if
you will need child care.
Donations for Holly Place are collected
each month at both Circles. Please bring a
paper products such as boxes of tissues, toilet paper, paper towels, and laundry detergent.

Sandell Open House

Mark and Annette would like to invite everyone to their Christmas Open House, which
will be after both services on Sunday, December 3. We would like to have the opportunity to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas, and to thank you all for your love, support, and ministry to our church.

The church office will be closed from December 25 until January 2, as Pastor Mark
and Annette, and Kathy, will be on vacation.
If you have an emergency, please contact
your Parish Coordinator.

The Young Presbyterian Scholarship was
established in 2002 to encourage and provide
an opportunity for outstanding PC(USA) students to apply to Westminster College. The
scholarship of $76,000 for four years
($19,000 per year) is for qualified high school
seniors entering college Fall of 2018.
If interested in applying for this scholarship, please see the information on the bulletin board in the hallway.

Salvation Army Bell Ringing
Unfortunately, St. Andrew Presbyterian
Church will not be responsible for a bell ringing date for the Salvation Army. Because of
Sears closing, we lost our location, and none
were available inside the mall. We’ll try
again next year.

Helping Hands
Helping Hands will meet on Thursday, November 30 and December 21, at 10:00 a.m.
Please bring a sandwich on the 30th. Drinks
and dessert will be provided. Lunch will be
provided on the 21st.
Please bring a
wrapped $5-7 gift for our gift exchange on
the 21st.
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Pray
C h r
Family

for
i s t

our
i a n

Recuperating at Home
Carol’Ann Alphin
Liz Altman
Martin Altman
Audrey Enders
Gene McCauley
In the Nursing Home
Broadmore
Bob Knepper
Greenfield Senior Living
Ralph DeVore
Homewood
Harriet Ankeney
Lucy Karn
Julia Manor
Larry Roth
Military
Michael Biza

Great Nephew of Janet Bulow

Andrew Layton

Son of David & Norma Layton

Grant Long

Son of Dave & Karen Sue Long

Jay Pike

Son of Mary Pike

Matt Stemper

Son of Doug & June Stemper

Missionaries
Rev. Jed & Jenny Koball
Pakistani Church

We welcome your input
for this newsletter.
Please place all
submissions in the
newsletter box in the
church office, by the 15th
of the month.

Christmas Events

Christmas Caroling
We will be caroling at Homewood on Sunday evening,
December 3, at 6:00 p.m. We will return to the church for
cookies and hot chocolate, and be finished by 8:00 p.m.
Birthday Party for Jesus
Everyone is invited to our annual Birthday Party for Jesus, on Sunday, December 10, after the second worship
service. We will be serving lunch in the Legacy Hall. The
children will have an opportunity to make a creative birthday card for Jesus, and of course, we will have a cake and
sing Happy Birthday to Jesus. Please sign up on the sheet
by December 3. We want to make sure we have enough
food for everyone. Thank you.
Adult Christmas Party
The Adult Christmas Party will be held on Monday, December 11, starting at 6:00 p.m. Please bring an appetizer
to share, as well as a wrapped $7-10 gift. (No gag gifts,
please) If you have never been to our Adult Christmas Party, please join us. It’s a great evening of celebrating the
Christmas season with our church family. Please sign up
on the sheet in the parlor if you are planning on attending.
Living Nativity
There will be Living Nativity practice for the major parts
on December 10, immediately following the second service.
There will be practice for all those involved the evening of
December 10, beginning at 5:30 p.m.
The Living Nativity will be Saturday and Sunday, December 16 and 17, 6:00 and 7:00 p.m. each night. This is
a great way to relax and meditate on the true meaning of
Christmas.
Services
There will be only one morning service on December 24,
at 10:00 a.m. There will be no Sunday School. There will
be a coffee hour beginning at 9:00 a.m. on the 24th.
The Christmas Eve service will begin at 6:30 p.m., with
special music. The service will feature communion, special
music, and the lighting of candles.
There will be only one morning service on December 31,
at 10:00 a.m. There will be no Sunday School.
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Biblical Word Search

Congratulations to the people listed below for completing last month’s word search.
Have fun with this month’s Biblical word search on The Christmas Story.
Please place
your completed paper (with your name on in) in the box in the parlor by December 15.
There are large print copies of the word search in the parlor.
Eric Arvidson
Beth Attavian
Helen Gerberich
Jean Harr
Hank Hemphill

Janet Hiett
Debbie Kinzer
Helen Krouse
Debbie McCauley
Jen Metz

Elaine Myers
Margie Reed
Gerry Salter
Phyllis Schleigh
Frances Wolford

After all the words in the list are found in the puzzle, the unused letters will spell out an
appropriate phrase.
ANGELS
ANNA
BETHLEHEM
CAESAR AUGUSTUS
DREAMS
EGYPT
EMMANUEL
FIRSTBORN SON
FRANKINCENSE
GABRIEL
GLORY OF THE LORD

GOLD
GOOD TIDINGS
GOOD WILL
HEROD
HOUSE OF DAVID
JESUS
JOSEPH
JUDEA
KING OF THE JEWS
MANGER
MARY

MYRRH
PEACE
SAVIOUR
SHEPHERDS
SIMEON
STAR
SWADDLING CLOTHES
TAXING
THE INN
VIRGIN
WISE MEN
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Friday Club

Grocery Cards

Friday Club will meet on December 15,
at noon. Our program will be the gift exchange. Please bring a covered dish to
share, and a wrapped gift ($5-7) for the exchange.

Book Club

If you love to read and enjoy good discussion and fellowship, come join one or
both of our book clubs.
The evening book club will meet on
Tuesday, December 5, from 7:00-8:15 p.m.,
in the conference room. We will discuss
The Screw Tape Letters, by C. S. Lewis.
Come and join us for this very fascinating
discussion.
The daytime book club will be meeting
on Thursday, December 14, 1:30 p.m., at
Panera Bread. We will be discussing Ghost
of Christmas Present, by Scott Abbot.

Supper Club
Our monthly Supper Club will meet at
Western Sizzlin on Tuesday, December 26.
There is a sign-up sheet in the parlor if you
plan on attending.

Hospitalized?

If you or a loved one is hospitalized,
please contact Pastor Mark directly. The
hospital will no longer contact him.

Balance 10/01/17
Receipts
Disbursements
Balance 10/31/17

$61,945.87
36,061.21
31,768.99
66,238.09

Prepaid gift cards for Martin’s, Shop ‘n
Save, and Weis Market are available after
both services, in the Legacy Room. They
come in $25, $50, and $100 denominations.
The old Shop ‘n Save gift cards are being
changed to a new corporate card. If you
purchased any before November 1, the balance is still good, but the manager of the
store will need to exchange it for one of the
new cards.
We are purchasing gift cards for Christmas presents. If you would like a smaller
denomination, please tell Mary Beth Alphin
or Janet Bulow before December 10.

Food Bank
Food Bank Sunday is the second Sunday of each month.
Bring your nonperishable items and place them in the
Food Bank box in the hallway, or place
your monetary donations in an envelope
marked “Food Bank” and place it in the offering plate.

Thank You

Thank you for the continued support
you give to the Williamsport Food Bank.
Your generous donations mean so much to
so many. As we approach the holidays and
the cooler weather, many will be finding
themselves out of work, and in need of help
feeding their families, and your donations
help us to keep food on their tables during
those times of need.
Thank you so much!
Thanks and blessings,
Williamsport Food Bank
Leigh Ann Stotelmyer
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Sunday School Corner
Perfect Attendance in October
Kindergarten/1st Grade
Natalie Farioli

2nd/3rd Grade
Logan Farioli
Brody Hemphill

4th/5th Grade
Jeremy Hemphill

9th-12th Grade
Gabby Johnson
Kaely Long
4 out of 5 Sundays in October

Pre-K Class
Gavin Babb

Kindergarten/1st Grade
Colton McKinley
Lauren Scumpieru

2nd/3rd Grade
Abby Boppe

4th/5th Grade
Will McKinley
Emmy Paul

6th-8th Grade
Lucas Scumpieru

9th-12th Grade
Chris Lunsford
Lizzy Lunsford

Sunday School Snippets
The Toddler Class: The Toddler Class is learning about how God protects us. They are
enjoying the Bible story of Noah and the flood.
The Pre-K Class: Congratulations to the following students for memorizing the Bible verse,
“A friend loves at all times.” Proverbs 17:17: Gavin Babb, Natalie Knepper, Lily South,
and Maggie Wise. Thank you, Gavin, who continues to say the blessing at snack time.
The class is learning that God provides friends for them.
Kindergarten/1st Grade Class: Congratulations to the following students: Natalie Farioli, Colton McKinley, and Lauren Scumpieru, who have memorized their verse, “A friend
loves at all times.” Proverbs 17:17. The students are learning about friends, and how we
can help each other. The class learned that Jesus can help our friends.
2nd-3rd Grade: The students have been studying the life of David, beginning with his killing of Goliath. The students learned of the great friendship between King Saul’s son, Jonathan, and David. David’s life was often in danger from the jealousy of King Saul. Yet, David’s faith was strong, and God was faithful in protecting David from King Saul. The students learned the beautiful kindness King David showed Jonathan’s crippled son,
Mephibobsheth. (II Samuel 9:1-13)
4th/5th Grade Class:
The class has been studying the value of wisdom. They have
thought of all the ways that God has blessed them and is continuing to bless them. The
students realize they need to serve the Lord with joyful hearts, and thank Him always for
all His blessings.
6th-8th Grade Class: The students painted Thankful Pumpkins in the month of November. What a beautiful centerpiece these will be on a Thanksgiving dinner table.
Teen Class: The Teen Class uses The Blueprint, a Christian magazine for teens, as their
curriculum. Come and join this class as they explore how God makes a difference in their
lives, and in turn, how they can make a difference in the world.
Continued on page 7
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During the months of November and December, the Sunday School students are donating their offering to a project that Samaritan’s Purse supports. There is a poster of various
Samaritan Purse projects. The children place a sticker where they would like their offering
to go. Some of the projects are: hot meals for a child, emergency medical supplies, clean
water, family survival kits, loving care for an orphan, etc. We will let you know next
month how much we raised, and where the offering is going.

Membership Support

When you see our newer members in worship, pass them in the hall, or sit across the
table from them at a coffee hour, please tell them about our wonderful Christmas events:
the children’s birthday party for Jesus on Dec. 10, the adult Christmas party on Dec. 11,
the fabulous Living Nativity pageant on Dec. 16 and 17, and our inspirational Christmas
Eve service. Thanks to all who reach out to visitors each Sunday. Our dynamic ministry
is what draws folks here, your friendliness keeps them coming back.
We will welcome all our new 2017 members at a New Member Reception, held during
the Deacon’s coffee hour on January 14. If you have been a regular attendee and wish to
become a member, please let Pastor Mark know.

Stewardship
Thanks to all who expressed their intention to support our 2018 ministry financially
and by volunteering to serve. As of the middle of November, 70 Time and Talent sheets
and Financial Commitment (pledge) cards have been returned. It is not too late to respond. You may place them in the offering plate or on the secretary’s desk.

Witness and Mission
We have six people attending the Habitat for Humanity dinner and silent auction. Perhaps next year we can fill a table.
We will be collecting toys, puzzles, games, hats, and gloves for the Christmas backpacks. There will be a box in the parlor.
REACH craft nights will be once a month, November through March. Shirley Fox and
Kathy Kountz will provide crafts, and they would like to add music before dinner. There
will be sing-a-longs in November, December, and March. They are looking for volunteers
for the other two months. If you would like to sing, play an instrument, etc. for 20-40
minutes before dinner is served, please contact Shirley Fox, 301-785-5010. We are also
collecting shelter supplies for REACH. They need: cereal, coffee (large canisters), sugar,
pop tarts, cereal bars, new pillows, men’s jeans (32-42), foot powder, heavy winter/work
gloves, hand sanitizer, hand soap, 39 gallon trash bags, bleach, vinegar, napkins, toilet
paper, and paper towels. Drop donations at the church office, attention-Shirley Fox.
We will have a tree at the Charlie Brown Christmas at Springfield Barn in Williamsport.
Come check it out. It will be open December 2, 3, 8-10, from 2:00-8:00 p.m. and December 5 and 7, from 11:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
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Happy Anniversary!
David & Stephenie Baker
December 12

Tim & Sue Koelble
December 17

Martin & Elizabeth Altman
December 17

Mike & Carol Tesla
December 28

Ben & Jill Zamostny
December 28

2
2
6
8
10
10
10
10
10
11
12
13
14
17
17

Gwen Berger
Jean Michael
Audrey Mentzer
Dennis Gross
Brooke Beckley
Daulton Beckley
Hank Hemphill
Libby Llewellyn
Claude Paul
Lorraine Paul
Loudan Hoosier
Vinnie Ross
Lisa Scumpieru
Barbie Gross
Bob Morgan

20
20
21
21
22
22
22
22
23
26
27
29
29
30
31

Anthony Adams
Anne Marie Parker
Aaron Hetzer
Tim Malecki
Penny Jenkins
Dwayne Lunsford
Mike McCauley
Patty Rutledge
Noah Likely
Bill Kesler
Duane Babcock
Cindy Line
Quentin Roessner
Rose Long
Joey Hemphill

New Year’s Eve

31

Christmas Eve
6:30pm Christmas
Eve Service

25

18

Christmas Day

6:00pm Adult
Christmas Party

11

4

Monday

7:00pm Book Club

5:30pm Supper Club at
Western Sizzlin

26

19

9:00am Coordinating
Team
10:00am Circle
11:30am PW Lunch
7:00pm Circle

12

5

Tuesday

6:30pm Handbells
7:30pm Adult Choir

27

Office

6:30pm Handbells
7:30pm Adult Choir

20

6:30pm Handbells
7:30pm Adult Choir

13

6

Wednesday

7

Thursday
1

Friday

4:30pm Shepherd’s
Table

28

10:00am Helping
Hands

Closed

29

22

12:00pm Friday Club

1:30pm Book Club
at Panera Bread

21

15

14

8

PLACE
CALENDAR
ON THIS
PAGE

24

Installation/
Ordination of Officers
6:00&7:00pm
Living Nativity

17 Coffee Hour

12:15pm Birthday
Party for Jesus
12:15pm Living Nativity Practice
5:30pm Living Nativity Practice

10

Sandell Open House
6:00pm Caroling at
Homewood

3

Sunday

December 2017

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church

30

23

16

9

2

6:00&7:00pm
Living Nativity

Saturday
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DATED MATERIAL:

December 2017

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church
10813 Donelson Drive
Williamsport, Maryland 21795

If Washington County schools are closed or
dismissed early due to bad weather, all church
activities for that day are cancelled. If the
schools are delayed, please check the answering machine. Evening activities will probably
be held. If bad weather falls on a Sunday, listen to WCRH 90.5FM on the radio, or call the
church. Pastor Mark will put a message on the
answering machine if services have been cancelled.

Inclement Weather Policy

Please check out the correspondence bulletin board in the hallway. There are addressed
cards for our away college students. Pick one
up, jot a note inside with your Christmas well
wishes, and send it out. Thanks for letting our
college students know they are in your
thoughts and prayers.

Correspondence Bulletin Board
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